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Project Description and Intentions

The coloni]aWion of Whe land Ze noZ call Canada UeqXiUeV a ZideVpUead decoloni]aWion
effoUW in oUdeU Wo achieYe a jXVW VocieW\. Coloni]aWion cUeaWed a comple[ paWh foU
ΖndigenoXV jXVWice and aXWonom\ WhaW iV noW going Wo be VolYed b\ an\one indiYidXall\ Ȃ
iW needV Wo be aW Whe cenWeU of eYeU\Whing in all fieldV of ZoUk and VWXd\ and in all
commXniWieV. Decoloni]aWion and UeconciliaWion cannoW be ΖndigenoXV iVVXeV; Whe\ need
Wo be a focXV foU all peopleV. The hiVWoU\ of enYiUonmenWal conVeUYaWion iV cloVel\
connecWed Wo coloni]aWion (ΖndigenoXV ClimaWe AcWion, 2021); Whe enYiUonmenWal VecWoU
WheUefoUe haV a YiWal UeVponVibiliW\ Wo challenge and deconVWUXcW Whe V\VWemaWic colonial
VWUXcWXUeV WhaW aUe VWill XWili]ed Woda\. 

AV a non-ΖndigenoXV peUVon and an XndeUgUadXaWe VWXdenW, Ζ ZaV iniWiall\ heViWanW Wo
Wake on Whe WaVk of deYeloping a UeVoXUce gXide foU decoloni]aWion. Ζ did noW knoZ ZhaW
Whe UighW Whing Wo do ZaV, and Ζ did noW feel qXalified Wo be Whe one doing iW; WhiV
diVcomfoUW ZaV ZhaW moWiYaWed me Wo keep WU\ing. Ζ kneZ WhaW Ζ ZanWed Wo cUeaWe
VomeWhing WhaW encoXUaged gUeaWeU acWion among non-ΖndigenoXV peopleV ZiWhoXW
bXUdening ΖndigenoXV PeopleV. TheUe aUe e[iVWing UeVoXUceV and WoolV cUeaWed b\
ΖndigenoXV knoZledge holdeUV, commXniWieV and indiYidXalV WhaW pUoYide inVighW inWo
and VXppoUW foU decoloni]aWion ZoUk. Ζ ZanWed Wo add Wo Whe bod\ of UeVoXUceV ZiWhoXW
placing Whe ZoUk on ΖndigenoXV PeopleV. When VWaUWing oXW, m\ iniWial plan ZaV Wo leaUn
aboXW diffeUenW iniWiaWiYeV and pUojecWV WhaW non-ΖndigenoXV enYiUonmenWal
oUgani]aWionV aUe leading Wo VXppoUW ΖndigenoXV jXVWice, eqXaliW\ and eqXiW\ in AWlanWic
Canada. M\ goal ZaV Wo inVpiUe fXUWheU acWion ZiWhin Whe enYiUonmenWal field and Wo
faciliWaWe co-leaUning and knoZledge-VhaUing. HoZeYeU, Ζ qXickl\ Ueali]ed Whe limiWaWionV
of WhiV idea. Man\ of WheVe YalXable pUojecWV and iniWiaWiYeV aUe cenWeUed aUoXnd Whe
UelaWionVhipV bXilW ZiWh a Vpecific commXniW\. B\ looking Volel\ aW pUojecWV and
iniWiaWiYeV, Ζ ZaV oYeUlooking Whe moVW impoUWanW elemenW of decoloni]aWion: Whe
UelaWionVhipV. 

Ζ aWWempWed Wo qXanWif\ VolXWionV Wo a comple[ iVVXe ZheUeb\ WheUe iV no indiYidXal
VolXWion WhaW ZoUkV foU eYeU\ conWe[W. AfWeU Vpeaking ZiWh a handfXl of indiYidXalV
cXUUenWl\ ZoUking foU a diYeUVe gUoXp of non-ΖndigenoXV enYiUonmenWal oUgani]aWionV, Ζ
obVeUYed an emphaViV on Whe inWeUnal ZoUk oUgani]aWionV aUe doing and hoZ iW boWh



A reminder that everyone has the responsibility to fight for Indigenous
autonomy, justice and equity. ThiV ZoUk lookV diffeUenW foU eYeU\ indiYidXal,
oUgani]aWion and VecWoU. AddiWionall\, ZiWhin WhiV UeVponVibiliW\, WheUe iV a need Wo
leaUn aboXW ZhaW WhiV ZoUk lookV like in \oXU conWe[W. AlWhoXgh WhiV ma\ feel
daXnWing, WheUe iV a diYeUVe aUUa\ of UeVoXUceV and WoolV aYailable Wo VXppoUW WhiV
pUoceVV. ΖW iV a leaUning pUoceVV, and dXUing Whe pUoceVV WheUe ma\ be miVWakeV,
diVcomfoUW oU a lack of VXcceVV. HoZeYeU, WhiV iV a naWXUal paUW of Whe pUoceVV of
decoloni]aWion. B\ Waking infoUmed acWionV Ze aUe acknoZledging and liYing Xp Wo
oXU UeVponVibiliWieV. 

A document that highlights some of the resources and tools created by
experts and knowledge holders, with a focus on Indigenous-created sources.
ThiV compilaWion of XVefXl UepoUWV, eVVa\V and addiWional WoolV iV aYailable Wo aid in
Whe leaUning pUoceVV aV Zell aV Wo encoXUage Whe conWinXaWion of Velf-diUecWed VWXd\
Wo bUoaden \oXU XndeUVWanding of Whe enWiUe enYiUonmenWal VecWoU. ThiV docXmenW
doeV noW pUoYide anVZeUV; iW doeV, hoZeYeU, poinW \oX in Whe diUecWion of placeV
ZheUeb\ \oX can leaUn.

A recognition that environmentalists, especially those working with land,
have a role in reconciliation that is different from others. When looking aW Whe
hiVWoU\ of enYiUonmenWaliVm and conVeUYaWion in Canada, WheiU Uole in peUpeWXaWing
colonial V\VWemV needV Wo be aW Whe foUefUonW.

An advocate for earning and sustaining allyship, beyond tokenism and
statements without commitment. A gXiding inWenWion in deYeloping WhiV pUojecW
ZaV Wo VXppoUW ΖndigenoXV aXWonom\ ZiWhoXW pXWWing Whe bXUden Volel\ on
ΖndigenoXV PeopleV Wo do WhiV ZoUk. AV an enYiUonmenWal commXniW\, Ze can
VWUengWhen all\Vhip b\ pXWWing inWenWionV inWo acWion and inWegUaWing ΖndigenoXV
aXWonom\ inWo all aVpecWV of oXU ZoUk.

inflXenced and moWiYaWed WheiU e[WeUnal ZoUk Wo be poVVible. AlWhoXgh WheUe iV YalXe in
leaUning aboXW ZhaW oWheUV aUe doing, Ζ ZanW Wo cenWeU WhiV papeU on Whe leaUning WhaW
needV Wo be in place Wo VXppoUW and enable VXcceVVfXl and infoUmed acWion WoZaUdV
UeconciliaWion.

What is this project?
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The ZUiWing and cUeaWion of WhiV pUojecW Wook place acUoVV TXUWle ΖVland on Whe Xnceded
WeUUiWoU\ of Whe Mi'kmaq PeopleV, WolaVWoqi\ik PeopleV, CoaVW SaliVh PeopleV and Whe
WUadiWional WeUUiWoU\ of Whe Seminole PeopleV. TXUWle ΖVland iV ȊWhe name Whe Lenape,
ΖUoqXoiV, AniVhnaabe, and oWheU Woodland NaWionV gaYe Wo NoUWh AmeUica. The name
comeV fUom a VWoU\ aboXW Sk\ Woman. Man\ ΖndigenoXV people, ΖndigenoXV UighWV
acWiYiVWV, and enYiUonmenWal acWiYiVWV noZ XVe Whe WeUm foU NoUWh AmeUicaȋ (WilVon,
2014). TXUWle ΖVland ZaV occXpied and caUed foU b\ ΖndigenoXV PeopleV foU man\
WhoXVandV of \eaUV. MeaningfXl acknoZledgmenW of Whe land WhaW each of XV UeVide on
and Whe hiVWoU\ of Zh\ WhaW iV, iV an impoUWanW VWep in Whe decoloni]aWion pUoceVV. The
acknoZledgmenW WhaW WhiV land iV VWill ΖndigenoXV land needV Wo go be\ond a VWaWemenW
and inWo acWion.
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The Ζndian ReVidenWial School SXUYiYoUV SocieW\ Woll-fUee nXmbeU: +1 (800) 721-0066 oU
24-hoXU CUiViV Line +1 (866) 925-4419.
The Hope foU WellneVV HelpȇV 24-hoXU Line: +1 (855) 242-3310.
The Canadian SXicide PUeYenWion SeUYice 24-hoXU CUiViV Line: +1 (833) 456-4566.

Content Warning: ReVidenWial SchoolV

ThiV docXmenW conWainV conWenW WhaW coXld be WUiggeUing. AV WheVe iVVXeV aUe addUeVVed,
Zell-being and menWal healWh need Wo be caUed foU. Take Whe Wime Wo UeflecW on hoZ \oX aUe
feeling and if \oX need VXppoUW pleaVe knoZ WhaW WheUe aUe UeVoXUceV aYailable foU \oX. The
folloZing phone nXmbeUV aUe a feZ of Whe VXppoUWV \oX can Ueach fUom an\ZheUe acUoVV
Canada. 
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History of Conservation in Canada

ModeUn enYiUonmenWaliVm iV heaYil\ UooWed in ZeVWeUn VcienWific and EXUocenWUic Za\V
of knoZing (Slocombe, 1984). TheVe ZeVWeUn UooWV Wend Wo chaUacWeUi]e hXmanV aV
VepaUaWe fUom Whe enYiUonmenW ZiWhin Zhich Whe\ liYe. Canada'V naWional paUkV aUe
boUn fUom WhiV concepW of VepaUaWion and Whe idea WhaW conVeUYaWion can onl\ e[iVW
ZheUe hXmanV do noW. WiWh Whe goal of pUeVeUYing Whe ZildeUneVV, Ȋman\ ΖndigenoXV
commXniWieV ZeUe foUcibl\ diVplaced ZiWhin Whe neZl\-eVWabliVhed paUk boXndaUieVȋ
(LighW & PhillipV, 2019, p. 2).

ȊThis separation of Δndigenous Peoples from their natural environments was a crucial
component of colonization, one that persists in contemporary conservation strategies, with
devastating consequences for Δndigenous Peoples and the environmentȋ (Dom¯nguez &
Luoma, 2020, p. 1). 

ΖndigenoXV peUVpecWiYeV offeU conWUaVWing YieZV on Whe UelaWionVhip beWZeen hXmanV
and Whe enYiUonmenW. AlWhoXgh WheUe iV no conVenVXV VXUUoXnding Whe definiWion of
TUadiWional Ecological KnoZledgeV (TEK), oU if TEK can be defined, WheUe iV a VhaUed
XndeUVWanding acUoVV TEK WhaW hXmanV and naWXUe aUe fXndamenWall\ inWeUconnecWed
(McGUegoU, 2004). AV SqXamiVh and DXZamiVh Chief SeaWWle Vaid in 1854, ȊHXmankind
haV noW ZoYen Whe Zeb of life. We aUe bXW one WhUead ZiWhin iW. WhaWeYeU Ze do Wo Whe
Zeb, Ze do Wo oXUVelYeV. All WhingV aUe boXnd WogeWheU. All WhingV connecWȋ (AdamV,
2018, p. [i). ThiV inWeUconnecWedneVV beWZeen hXmanV and naWXUe highlighWV hoZ YiWal
land iV Wo Whe foXndaWion of ΖndigenoXV cXlWXUe, knoZledge, VpiUiWXaliW\, hiVWoU\ and faU
moUe Whan can be VXmmed Xp inWo ZoUdV.

TheVe oppoVing YieZV on Whe UelaWionVhip beWZeen hXmanV and land aUe VXmmaUi]ed
b\ VcholaUV Aikenhead and OgaZa: ȊΖndigenoXV peopleVȇ noWion of land-aV-idenWiW\
diffeUV dUamaWicall\ fUom Whe EXUocenWUic noWion of land-aV-a-commodiW\ Wo be boXghW,
depleWed, and Voldȋ (2007, p. 560). While enYiUonmenWaliVWV aUe againVW Whe depleWion of
UeVoXUceV, Whe EXUocenWUic Za\V in Zhich land iV YalXed bXildV Whe V\VWem in Zhich
conVeUYaWion ZaV foUmed. ΖW iV common Wo aWWUibXWe Whe bX\ing, depleWion and Velling of
land Wo coloni]aWion, hoZeYeU, iW iV leVV common Wo Walk aboXW Whe pUeVeUYaWion and
conVeUYaWion of land in Whe conWe[W of coloni]aWion. 



We Are Still Here: National Parks,
Colonial Dispossession, and
Indigenous Resilience 
Poster by Nancy Kimberley Phillips Essay
by Wacey Little Light, 2019

ȊMan\ CanadianV Vee Whe coXnWU\ȇV
V\VWem of naWional paUkV aV a poinW of
pUide and a commendable effoUW Wo
conVeUYe and pUoWecW ȆpUiVWineȇ
ZildeUneVV foU Whe enjo\menW of fXWXUe
geneUaWionV. ThiV poVWeU highlighWV a
diffeUenW peUVpecWiYe: man\ ΖndigenoXV
peopleV e[peUience Whe ȊconVeUYaWionȋ
of CanadaȇV naWional paUkV aV a
conWinXaWion of Whe YiolenW pUoceVV of
VeWWleU colonialiVmȋ (p. 2).
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AlWhoXgh WheUe can be oYeUlapping
inWeUeVWV, Ȋ[W]he XlWimaWe goalV of
[Ζ]ndigenoXV acWiYiVWV - Zhich Wend Wo
inclXde poliWical empoZeUmenW, Velf-
deWeUminaWion, enYiUonmenWal healWh, and
economic deYelopmenW in addiWion Wo
enYiUonmenWal pUoWecWion - ofWen diffeU
dUamaWicall\ fUom Whe ZildlandV
pUeVeUYaWion oUienWaWion of moVW
mainVWUeam enYiUonmenWaliVWȋ (WilloZ,
2012, p. 373). The pUeVeUYaWion foXndaWion
of enYiUonmenWaliVm can be e[ploUed
WhUoXgh a commonl\ XVed conVeUYaWion
pUacWice called foUWUeVV conVeUYaWion. 

The concepW of foUWUeVV conVeUYaWion, alVo
knoZn aV colonial conVeUYaWion
(Dom¯ngXe] & LXoma, 2020), iV a meWhod
WhaW iV XVed in mXch of Canadian
conVeUYaWion. ThiV meWhod, aV idenWified b\
RobbinV, ȊiV a conVeUYaWion model baVed on
Whe belief WhaW biodiYeUViW\ pUoWecWion iV
beVW achieYed b\ cUeaWing pUoWecWed aUeaV
ZheUe ecoV\VWemV can fXncWion in iVolaWion
fUom hXman diVWXUbanceȋ (2007). Ζn Whe
conWe[W of Uapidl\ indXVWUiali]ing and
deYeloping VocieWieV, WhiV model inWXiWiYel\
made Vome VenVe aV a coXnWeU Wo Whe
ZideVpUead and inWenViYe UeVoXUce
e[ploiWaWion WhaW ZaV occXUUing. HoZeYeU,
WhiV model WendV Wo lXmp all UeVoXUce XVe
XndeU Whe Vame XmbUella, ZheWheU
VXVWainable oU noW, WUadiWional oU oWheUZiVe.
AV VXch, indigenoXV occXpanWV and land
XVeUV ZeUe ofWen foUcibl\ diVplaced, fUom
neZl\ cUeaWed paUkV.

https://graphichistorycollective.com/project/poster-20-conservation-is-colonialism
https://graphichistorycollective.com/project/poster-20-conservation-is-colonialism
https://graphichistorycollective.com/project/poster-20-conservation-is-colonialism


WiWh Whe incUeaVe of VcienWific eYidence VXppoUWing Whe need foU an alWeUnaWiYe
appUoach Wo land managemenW WhaW cenWUeV ΖndigenoXV UighWV, WheUe iV a gUoZing pXVh
foU ΖndigenoXV PUoWecWed and ConVeUYed AUeaV (ΖPCAV) and ΖndigenoXV-led
conVeUYaWion. ΖPCAV ȊaUe a model foU land managemenW in Canada WhaW VXppoUWV boWh
ecoV\VWemV and hXman XVe of Whe land. TheVe landV aUe managed b\ Whe ΖndigenoXV
commXniWieV on ZhoVe WUadiWional WeUUiWoU\ Whe pUoWecWed aUeaV aUe eVWabliVhed, in
Za\V WhaW aUe cXlWXUall\ appUopUiaWe and VXVWainable. ΖPCA deVignaWionV link
ΖndigenoXV commXniWieV Wo Whe land WhUoXgh acWiYe pUacWiceV of ΖndigenoXV Za\V of
lifeȋ (DaYid SX]Xki FoXndaWion, 2018, p. 7). 
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Cornered by Protected Areas: Replacing 'FoUWUeVV'
ConVeUYaWion ZiWh RighWV-baVed AppUoacheV HelpV BUing
JXVWice foU ΖndigenoXV PeopleV and Local CommXniWieV,
RedXceV ConflicW, and EnableV CoVW-effecWiYe
ConVeUYaWion and ClimaWe AcWion 
A report by Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, et al., 2018

Tribal Parks and Indigenous Protected and
Conserved Areas 
A report by the David Suzuki Foundation, 2018

VicWoUia TaXli-CoUpX], Whe UNȇV Special RappoUWeXU on Whe RighWV of ΖndigenoXV
PeopleV fUom 2014 Wo 2020 in UegaUd Wo foUWUeVV conVeUYaWion declaUed:

ȊThis model favoured by governments for over a century ignores the growing body of
evidence that forests thrive when Δndigenous Peoples remain on their customary lands and
have legally recognised rights to manage and protect themȋ (Hill, 2018).

ThiV moWiYaWion foU change, alWhoXgh YiWal, haV been caXVed b\ Whe inWUodXcWion of
ZeVWeUn VcienWific findingV. The hieUaUch\ of knoZledge WhaW ZaV inWUodXced ZiWh
coloni]aWion, diUecWl\ YalXeV ZeVWeUn knoZledge oYeU ΖndigenoXV knoZledgeV. WiWh WhiV
hieUaUch\, Canadian VocieW\ YieZV Whe qXanWiWaWiYe aVpecW of enYiUonmenWal Vcience ZiWh
gUeaWeU YalXe and legiWimac\ Whan ΖndigenoXV Za\V of knoZing (King, 2019). TheUefoUe, 

https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/tribal-parks-indigenous-protected-conserved-areas-lessons-b-c-examples.pdf
https://www.corneredbypas.com/brief
https://www.corneredbypas.com/brief
https://www.corneredbypas.com/brief
https://www.corneredbypas.com/brief
https://www.corneredbypas.com/brief
https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/tribal-parks-indigenous-protected-conserved-areas-lessons-b-c-examples.pdf
https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/tribal-parks-indigenous-protected-conserved-areas-lessons-b-c-examples.pdf
https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/tribal-parks-indigenous-protected-conserved-areas-lessons-b-c-examples.pdf


acknoZledging Whe cUiWiciVmV of conVeUYaWion pUacWiceV in Canada Volel\ fUom a ZeVWeUn
VcienWific lenV, Whe hieUaUchical VWUXcWXUe of knoZledge iV lefW XncUiWici]ed. Ζn UeVponVe Wo
Whe knoZledge hieUaUch\ cUeaWed b\ coloni]aWion, GUand Chief JeUU\ DanielV VWaWed:
ȊWhaW people need Wo XndeUVWand iV WhaW ΖndigenoXV knoZledge iV Vcience aV Zell. ΖW iV
WhUoXgh WUial and eUUoU WhaW Ze haYe deYeloped oXU knoZledge. And iW iV foU WhaW UeaVon
WhaW ΖndigenoXV PeopleV need Wo be a paUW of Whe conYeUVaWionȋ (Monkman, 2019). 
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The hieUaUch\ of knoZledge iV an
e[pUeVVion of Whe all-encompaVVing
oppUeVVion, abXVe and e[ploiWaWion againVW
ΖndigenoXV PeopleV. Land ZaV aW Whe cenWeU
of coloni]aWion. WheWheU WhaW land ZaV foU
depleWion of UeVoXUceV oU conVeUYaWion, Whe
land ZaV VWolen fUom ΖndigenoXV PeopleV
and pUofiWed off of b\ VeWWleUV. ΖndigenoXV
land ZaV addiWionall\ XVed foU ReVidenWial
SchoolV and Whe aVVociaWed cXlWXUal
genocide (AmiU, 2018). The ChXUch-led and
goYeUnmenW VXppoUWed ReVidenWial School
V\VWem, Zhich had Whe goal of aVVimilaWion
and accXlWXUaWion WhUoXgh e[ploiWaWion and
dominance (WoolfoUd & BenYenXWo, 2015),
cUeaWed a VWandaUd of injXVWice foU
ΖndigenoXV PeopleV. 

Definition of the term “settler”
ȊΖW iV noW enoXgh Wo Vimpl\ VWaWe WhaW SeWWleU
people aUe "non-ΖndigenoXV," aV iV ofWen
done; WhiV ignoUeV Whe comple[iW\ of SeWWleU
VocieW\ and cXlWXUe iWVelf and noUmali]eV
non-ΖndigenoXV VocieW\, pUeYenWing mXch
XVefXl anal\ViV. SeWWleU people in WhiV
conWe[W inclXde moVW peopleV Zho occXp\
landV pUeYioXVl\ VWolen oU in Whe pUoceVV of
being Waken fUom WheiU ΖndigenoXV
inhabiWanWV oU Zho aUe oWheUZiVe membeUV
of Whe 'SeWWleU VocieW\,' Zhich iV foXnded on
co-opWed landV and UeVoXUceVȋ (BaUkeU,
2009, p. 328).

When addUeVVing and leaUning aboXW Whe impacWV of coloni]aWion on ΖndigenoXV
CommXniWieV and Canadian VocieW\, iW iV YiWal Wo acknoZledge and leaUn aboXW
ReVidenWial SchoolV. AbXVe on eYeU\ leYel Ȃ Ve[Xal, ph\Vical and pV\chological Ȃ ZaV
engineeUed b\ Whe VeWWleU goYeUnmenW and Whe ChXUch ZiWh Whe aim of cXlWXUal
deVWUXcWion. ThiV abXVe Wook Whe foUm of e[peUimenWaWion on Whe childUen, e[ploiWaWion
of laboXU and WUagic indiYidXal YiolaWionV caXVed b\ Whe people in poZeU. The
inWUodXcWion of Whe Ζndian AcW of 1876 VegUegaWed ΖndigenoXV PeopleV fUom Canadian
VeWWleUV on a legal leYel (Millo\, 2008). ΖndigenoXV peopleV ZeUe pUohibiWed fUom
fUeedom of moYemenW, oZneUVhip of land, Vpeech, naming, choice of paUWneU and
acceVVibiliW\ of baVic needV, all in oUdeU Wo gain compleWe paWeUnaliVWic conWUol of eYeU\ 



aVpecW of ΖndigenoXV life. The Ζndian AcW
haV been amended oYeU Wime, hoZeYeU,
Whe V\VWemV and VocieW\ deYeloped b\
Whe Canadian goYeUnmenW, cUeaWed
economic dependenc\ and lifelong
challengeV foU ReVidenWial School
VXUYiYoUV and all ΖndigenoXV PeopleV
(WilVon, 2014).
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The Indian Act Timeline 
An infographic created by the Native Womenȇs
Association of Canada, 2018
ȊThe Ζndian AcW ZaV cUeaWed Wo conWUol and
aVVimilaWe ΖndigenoXV PeopleV and WheiU
commXniWieV. ThUoXghoXW hiVWoU\, a nXmbeU of
Vhocking and diVcUiminaWoU\ meaVXUeV haYe been
in place.ȋ

The colonial pXUVXiW of land, UeVoXUceV and poZeU haV lefW long-laVWing impacWV WhaW
inclXde inWeUgeneUaWional WUaXma and deep-UooWed V\VWemic ineqXaliWieV (Wilk eW al.,
2017). CanadaȇV land iV diUecWl\ Wied Wo WheVe aWUociWieV againVW ΖndigenoXV popXlaWionV,
and iW iV Wime WhaW WhiV hiVWoU\ iV pXW aW Whe foUefUonW of conVeUYaWion.

Canada, Aboriginal Peoples, and Residential Schools: They Came for the Children 
A Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada Report, 2012
ȊFoU oYeU a cenWXU\, geneUaWionV of AboUiginal childUen ZeUe VepaUaWed fUom WheiU paUenWV and
UaiVed in oYeUcUoZded, XndeUfXnded, and ofWen XnhealWh\ UeVidenWial VchoolV acUoVV Canada.
The\ ZeUe commonl\ denied Whe UighW Wo Vpeak WheiU langXage and Wold WheiU cXlWXUal beliefV
ZeUe VinfXl. Some VWXdenWV did noW Vee WheiU paUenWV foU \eaUV. OWheUVȃWhe YicWimV of
VcandaloXVl\ high deaWh UaWeVȃneYeU made iW back home. EYen b\ Whe VWandaUdV of Whe da\,
diVcipline ofWen ZaV e[ceVViYe. Lack of VXpeUYiVion lefW VWXdenWV pUe\ Wo Ve[Xal pUedaWoUV. To pXW
iW Vimpl\: Whe needV of WenV of WhoXVandV of AboUiginal childUen ZeUe neglecWed UoXWinel\. FaU
Woo man\ childUen ZeUe abXVed faU Woo ofWenȋ (p. 1).

Stolen Children 
A short documentary shared by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 2008 
ȊSWolen ChildUen e[ploUeV Whe impacW of UeVidenWial VchoolV on foUmeU VWXdenWV and WheiU
childUen and gUandchildUen. SXUYiYoUV VhaUe WheiU haUUoZing e[peUienceV and diVcXVV Whe legac\
of feaU, abXVe and VXicide being paVVed doZn fUom geneUaWion Wo geneUaWion."

https://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/The-Indian-Act-Said-WHAT-pdf-1.pdf
https://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/The-Indian-Act-Said-WHAT-pdf-1.pdf
https://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/The-Indian-Act-Said-WHAT-pdf-1.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/cvrc-trcc/IR4-4-2012-eng.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/cvrc-trcc/IR4-4-2012-eng.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/cvrc-trcc/IR4-4-2012-eng.pdf
https://curio.ca/en/video/stolen-children-1044/
https://curio.ca/en/video/stolen-children-1044/
https://curio.ca/en/video/stolen-children-1044/
https://curio.ca/en/video/stolen-children-1044/
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Environmental Justice

JXVWice iV aW Whe cenWeU of Whe enYiUonmenWal
VecWoUȇV ZoUk. ȊEnYiUonmenWal jXVWice
deVcUibeV Whe VWUaWegieV oU UemedieV foU
addUeVVing enYiUonmenWal UaciVm and
enYiVionV ZhaW iV achieYable Zhen Whe
condiWion iV WUeaWed WhUoXgh a YaUieW\ of
WaUgeWed policieVȋ (WaldUon, 2020, p. 9). ThiV
definiWion addUeVVeV Whe inWeUconnecWion of
enYiUonmenWal ZoUk and Vocial jXVWice.
HoZeYeU, enYiUonmenWal ZoUk doeV noW
alZa\V eqXaWe Wo Whe definiWion of
enYiUonmenWal jXVWice. 

Definition of environmental racism
EnYiUonmenWal UaciVm UefeUV Wo an\ polic\,
pUacWice oU diUecWiYe WhaW diffeUenWiall\ affecWV
oU diVadYanWageV (ZheWheU inWended oU
XninWended) indiYidXalV, gUoXpV oU
commXniWieV baVed on Uace oU coloXU (BXllaUd,
2004, p. iii).

Environmental Racism in Canada 
A Report Prepared for the Canadian Commission
for UNESCO By Δngrid Waldron, 2020

ȊLimitations of the environmental justice lens in Canada include the tendency to conflate
race and class, the focus on pollutants rather than the effects of social and environmental
stressors on health, and the lack of consideration of traditional ecological knowledge in
environmental decision-making. A sound environmental justice framework should be based
on procedural justice, geographic justice, and social justiceȋ (Waldron, 2020, p. 9).

EffoUWV fUom Whe enYiUonmenWal VecWoU addUeVVing Whe climaWe cUiViV, Zhen paiUed ZiWh
ΖndigenoXV jXVWice adYocac\ and acWion, enable boWh Whe acknoZledgmenW of colonial
hiVWoU\ aV Zell aV Whe moYemenW WoZaUdV a moUe eqXiWable VocieW\. EnYiUonmenWaliVW
and ΖndigenoXV gUoXpV haYe ZoUked WogeWheU foU YaUioXV caXVeV ZheUeb\ boWh
inWeUeVWV do align. WiWh Whe oYeUlapping aimV foU enYiUonmenWal pUoWecWion, WheUe haYe
been VXcceVVfXl collaboUaWionV foU ecoV\VWem pUoWecWion and managemenW acUoVV
Canada. HoZeYeU, enYiUonmenWal inWeUeVWV need Wo encompaVV ΖndigenoXV jXVWice on a
gUeaWeU Vcale. WiWhoXW Whe UecogniWion WhaW ȊSloZing climaWe change can onl\ happen
WhUoXgh enVXUing WhaW ΖndigenoXV PeopleV Uemain Whe pUimaU\ caUeWakeUV of Whe landȋ
(HeUWeiV, 2021), Ze aUe doing oXU planeW, enYiUonmenW and all PeopleV a gUeaW diVVeUYice.
ΖndigenoXV aXWonom\ can boWh VXppoUW Whe enYiUonmenW and pUomoWe UeconciliaWion.  

https://en.ccunesco.ca/-/media/Files/Unesco/Resources/2020/07/EnvironmentalRacismCanada.pdf
https://en.ccunesco.ca/-/media/Files/Unesco/Resources/2020/07/EnvironmentalRacismCanada.pdf
https://en.ccunesco.ca/-/media/Files/Unesco/Resources/2020/07/EnvironmentalRacismCanada.pdf
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ΖW iV YalXable Wo acknoZledge a conWinXoXV
aVVXmpWion of WhiV docXmenW: WhaW all
ΖndigenoXV inWeUeVWV align. HoZeYeU, iW iV
impoUWanW Wo acknoZledge WhaW, like an\
commXniW\, ΖndigenoXV NaWionV aUe noW
homogenoXV gUoXpV ZiWh Whe Vame
inWeUeVWV. NeYeUWheleVV, WheUe iV a VhaUed
YalXe placed on land and Whe enYiUonmenW
acUoVV naWionV (WilloZ, 2012). AlongVide
Whe diYeUViW\ ZiWhin ΖndigenoXV NaWionV, iW
iV YiWal Wo Uecogni]e WhaW coloni]aWion haV
immenVel\ impacWed ΖndigenoXV
commXniWieV. 

Going foUZaUd, WheUe needV Wo be an
XndeUVWanding of hoZ conVeUYaWion haV
conWinXoXVl\ oppUeVVed ΖndigenoXV
PeopleV on cXlWXUal, Vocial, poliWical and
economic leYelV. WiWh WhiV XndeUVWanding,
UelaWionVhipV and paUWneUVhipV can be
bXilW in each indiYidXal conWe[W ZiWh Whe
VXppoUWing foXndaWion foU V\VWemaWic
change. ȊThe placeV Canada haV made
inWo paUkV aUe filled ZiWh oXU VWoUieVȃ
eYeU\ moXnWain, eYeU\ Yalle\ haV a name
and a hiVWoU\ foU ΖndigenoXV PeopleVȋ
(Jago, 2017) and iW iV Wime WhaW Whe  

United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
A United Nations published report, 2008

enYiUonmenWal VecWoU confUonWV iWV colonial UooWV. The inWeUVecWionaliW\ of enYiUonmenWal
ZoUk ZiWh ΖndigenoXV aXWonom\, highlighWV WhaW ΖndigenoXV jXVWice iV enYiUonmenWal
jXVWice. ThiV connecWion onl\ incUeaVeV Whe UeVponVibiliW\ Whe enYiUonmenWal VecWoU haV
Wo become infoUmed aboXW Whe hiVWoU\ and Whe conWinXal impacWV of coloni]aWion and
Wake acWion in eYeU\ capaciW\ poVVible. The conWinXal fighW foU Whe UighWV and aXWonom\
of ΖndigenoXV peopleV iV enYiUonmenWal ZoUk. AnWi-UaciVm ZoUk iV enYiUonmenWal ZoUk.

Groundworkforchange.org 
An informational volunteer-based
website, n.d.
ȊGUoXndZoUkfoUchange.oUg iV heUe Wo
gaWheU infoUmaWion Wo help non-
ΖndigenoXV/VeWWleU peopleV gUoZ
UelaWionVhipV ZiWh ΖndigenoXV peopleV
WhaW aUe UooWed in VolidaUiW\ and jXVWice.
The ViWe iV meanW Wo VXppoUW people
Zho aUe aVking qXeVWionV and looking
Wo leaUn moUe in Za\V WhaW aUe
UeVpecWfXl of, and XVefXl Wo, ΖndigenoXV
PeopleV.ȋ

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.groundworkforchange.org/
http://www.groundworkforchange.org/
http://www.groundworkforchange.org/
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Internal Work and Relationships

PaUWneUVhipV aUe baVed on Whe UelaWionVhipV foUmed b\ indiYidXalV, eVWabliVhed b\ WUXVW
and commXnicaWion (John SnoZ Ζnc., 2012). Ζn paUWneUVhipV beWZeen non-ΖndigenoXV
VeWWleU peopleV and ΖndigenoXV PeopleV, Whe miVXVe of WUXVW, beginning ZiWh
coloni]aWion, haV cUeaWed comple[iWieV Zhen aWWempWing Wo eVWabliVh neZ UelaWionVhipV
(TUXWh and ReconciliaWion CommiVVion of Canada, 2015). Ȋ[A] WUXVWing UelaWionVhip
cannoW be foUmed if non-ΖndigenoXV indiYidXalV do noW UeVpecW and acknoZledge
ΖndigenoXV cXlWXUe and pUacWiceVȋ (RelaWionVhip BXilding ZiWh FiUVW NaWionV and PXblic
HealWh ReVeaUch Team, 2017, p. 16). ThiV UeVpecW VWaUWV ZiWh inWeUnal edXcaWion,
dialogXe and UeflecWion, boWh peUVonall\ and ZiWhin Whe ZoUkplace.

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
Canada: Calls to Action
2015

ThiV hiVWoU\ and iWV policieV of cXlWXUal
genocide and aVVimilaWion haYe lefW deep VcaUV
on Whe liYeV of man\ AboUiginal people, on
AboUiginal commXniWieV, aV Zell aV on
Canadian VocieW\, and haYe deepl\ damaged
Whe UelaWionVhip beWZeen AboUiginal and non-
AboUiginal peopleVȋ (p. 19).

ReflecWion and XndeUVWanding VXppoUWV
WUXVW Wo an eYen gUeaWeU e[WenW Zhen
paiUed ZiWh acWion. HoZeYeU, Ȋ[A]V Vmall
aV Whe momenWV of WUXVW can be, WhoVe
aUe Whe momenWV of beWUa\al aV Zell. To
chooVe Wo noW connecW Zhen Whe
oppoUWXniW\ iV WheUe iV a beWUa\alȋ
(BUoZn, 2015). AlWhoXgh WhiV qXoWe UefeUV
Wo WUXVW in geneUal, iW can be applied Wo
Whe Uole of inacWion. TUXVW can be bUoken
b\ VeWWleU people noW Waking Whe Wime,
cUeaWing Whe Vpace and doing Whe inWeUnal
ZoUk. ΖVVXeV ΖndigenoXV PeopleV 

face cannoW be ignoUed b\ VeWWleUV. ThUoXghoXW each indiYidXal inWeUnal leaUning
pUoceVV, Ze need Wo be aVking oXUVelYeV difficXlW qXeVWionV in oUdeU Wo enVXUe Ze aUe
holding oXUVelYeV accoXnWable. PeUVonal UeflecWion iV an eVVenWial piece of WhiV pUoceVV,
challenging Whe V\VWemV and mindVeWV WhaW ma\ haYe VXbconVcioXVl\ been a paUW of
VeWWleU life iV likel\ going Wo be emoWionall\ aUdXoXV. Reading, leaUning, Whinking, ZUiWing,
diVcXVVing and oWheU foUmV of UeflecWion, iV a UeqXiUemenW Wo XndeUVWand Whe dUamaWic
ineqXaliWieV WhaW coloni]aWion cUeaWed in Canada. 

https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf


The Wabanaki Collection 
A collection of resources relating to Wabanaki
worldviews, including history, culture, language
and education by the Miȇkmaq-Wolastoqey
Centre, 2020

Decolonizing Conservation: A Reading List 
Resource collection, with a focus on academic
articles, compiled and managed by Sara
Cannon, 2019

Whose Land is it Anyway? 
A Manual for Decolonization, Edited by Peter
McFarlane and Nicole Schabus, 2017

Ȋ[ThiV handbook] bUingV WogeWheU Vome of Whe
moVW impoUWanW ΖndigenoXV academicV,
acWiYiVWV and allieV Wo e[ploUe Whe impacWV of
coloni]aWion on ΖndigenoXV peopleV and Wo
look aW paWhV WoZaUd decoloni]aWion WhaW can
UighW WhoVe ZUongV and ma\, Vome da\, lead
XV WoZaUd WUXe UeconciliaWionȋ (p. 8).

Canadian History Books by Indigenous
Authors 
A reading list compiled by Raven Reads: An
Δndigenous and women company, 2018 

Whose Land 
A Ȋweb-based app that uses GΔS technology to
assist users in identifying Δndigenous Nations,
territories, and Δndigenous communities across
Canadaȋ. 

Indigenous Canada 
An online course offered by the University of
Alberta, n.d.
ȊΖndigenoXV Canada iV a 12-leVVon MaVViYe
Open Online CoXUVe (MOOC) fUom Whe FacXlW\
of NaWiYe SWXdieV WhaW e[ploUeV ΖndigenoXV
hiVWoUieV and conWempoUaU\ iVVXeV in Canada.
FUom an ΖndigenoXV peUVpecWiYe, WhiV coXUVe
e[ploUeV ke\ iVVXeV facing ΖndigenoXV peopleV
Woda\ fUom a hiVWoUical and cUiWical peUVpecWiYe
highlighWing naWional and local ΖndigenoXV-
VeWWleU UelaWionV.ȋ The coXUVe iV fUee, ZiWh an
opWional fee foU ceUWificaWion.
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https://www.wabanakicollection.com/
https://www.wabanakicollection.com/
https://www.wabanakicollection.com/
https://geog.ubc.ca/news/decolonizing-conservation-a-reading-list/
https://geog.ubc.ca/news/decolonizing-conservation-a-reading-list/
https://geog.ubc.ca/news/decolonizing-conservation-a-reading-list/
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/news_files/Decolonization%20Handbook.pdf
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/news_files/Decolonization%20Handbook.pdf
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/news_files/Decolonization%20Handbook.pdf
https://ravenreads.org/blogs/news/canadian-history-books-by-indigenous-authors
https://ravenreads.org/blogs/news/canadian-history-books-by-indigenous-authors
https://ravenreads.org/blogs/news/canadian-history-books-by-indigenous-authors
https://ravenreads.org/blogs/news/canadian-history-books-by-indigenous-authors
https://www.whose.land/en/
https://www.whose.land/en/
https://www.whose.land/en/
https://www.whose.land/en/
https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada
https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada
https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada
https://www.whose.land/en/
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/news_files/Decolonization%20Handbook.pdf


Ζn Whe enYiUonmenWal VecWoU, Ze need Wo be cenWeUing WUXVW, UelaWionVhipV, and all of Whe
YiWal ZoUk WhaW enableV VXcceVVfXl paUWneUVhipV. Ζn WheoU\, WhiV ma\ Veem obYioXV,
hoZeYeU, WheUe aUe man\ baUUieUV. ȊThe biggeVW baUUieU iV WhaW Ze aUe ZoUking ZiWhin a
pUoYincial V\VWem of a colonial goYeUnmenW. MXch of non-pUofiW fXnding iV coming fUom
a colonial VoXUce, and Whe\ haYe Whe poZeU Wo decide Zhich pUojecWV oU gUoXpV UeceiYe
Whe fXndingȋ (Ja]Zicki, 2021). AddiWionall\, WheVe fXnding VoXUceV ofWen inflXence pUojecW
WimelineV and deliYeUableV, Zhich can challenge an oUgani]aWionȇV pUioUiWieV. ThiV
inWeUnal ZoUk ma\ noW be YiVible Wo Whe pXblic and cannoW be e[WeUnall\ YalidaWed.
BXilding WUXVW cannoW be pXW on a Wimeline, lookV diffeUenW foU eYeU\one and iV ongoing.
A pUioUiW\ mXVW be: ȊCenWeUing UelaWionVhipV Ȃ UelaWionVhipV aUe moUe impoUWanW Whan
\oXU WimelineVȋ (BXll, 2021). ΖW iV noW a qXanWifiable pUoceVV; hoZeYeU, iW iV a cUiWical one. 

ΖndigenoXV conVXlWaWion iV one aVpecW of enYiUonmenWal ZoUk WhaW needV Wo be
incoUpoUaWed boWh b\ WhoVe ZoUking in Whe VecWoU and b\ WhoVe goYeUning Whe fXnding
VoXUceV. ΖW VhoXld be an aXWomaWicall\ acknoZledged paUW of pUojecW pUoceVVeV.
FXUWheUmoUe, conVXlWaWion VhoXld be accXUaWel\ compenVaWed. ΖndigenoXV knoZledge,
knoZledge holdeUV and e[peUWV need Wo be WUeaWed Whe Vame aV all conVXlWanWV bUoXghW
in Wo ZoUk on enYiUonmenWal pUojecWV. TheUe needV Wo be moUe Whan honoUaUiXmV Wo
heaU ΖndigenoXV peUVpecWiYeV, VWoUieV and adYice. ΖnWeUnal mindVeWV VXUUoXnding pUojecW
coVWV need Wo accommodaWe compenVaWion foU conVXlWaWion. ThiV inWeUnal VhifW Zill help
challenge Whe gUeaWeU pUioUiWieV of fXnding VoXUceV. ΖW cannoW be jXVW Xp Wo ΖndigenoXV
PeopleV Wo bUeak doZn Whe V\VWemaWic UooWV of coloni]aWion, iW iV Whe UeVponVibiliW\ of all
peopleV Wo Wake acWion.

Page 16



Page 17

Land back: Decolonizing our
Structures

ȊCanada iV bXilW on Whe diVpoVVeVVion of
ΖndigenoXV LandVȋ (DaYid SX]Xki
FoXndaWion, 2021). EYel\n KoUkma], SW.
AnneȇV ReVidenWial School SXUYiYoU VWaWed:
ȊCanadaȇV acWionV need Wo maWch WheiU
ZoUdVȋ (JeZell & MoVb\, 2020, p. 3). WiWh 
incUeaVing conYeUVaWionV, VWaWemenWV, goalV
and commiWmenW Wo UeconciliaWion and
decoloni]aWion, WheUe needV Wo be acWion.
HoZeYeU, like EYel\n KoUkma] idenWified,
WheUe iV a hXge diVcUepanc\ beWZeen ZhaW
iV being Vaid and ZhaW iV being done. The
land back moYemenW pUopoVeV Wangible
oXWcomeV WhaW aUe baVed on acWion.

ȊDecolonization brings about the repatriation
of Δndigenous land and life; it is not a
metaphor for other things we want to do to
improve our societies and schoolsȋ (Tuck &
Yang, 2012). 

TheUe needV Wo be dUamaWic changeV Wo oXU
V\VWemV. ȊS\VWemV of land goYeUnance
XndeU oXU cXUUenW pUoYincial and fedeUal
goYeUnmenWV noW onl\ e[clXde ΖndigenoXV
PeopleV fUom deciVion-making WableV ZheUe 

What is Land Back? 
The David Suzuki Foundationȇs ȆWhat is Land
Back?ȇ webpage, 2021
ȊAccoUding Wo joXUnaliVW and Canada CoXncil
foU Whe AUWV chaiU JeVVe WenWe, Land Back iV
ȆaboXW Whe deciVion-making poZeU. ΖWȇV aboXW
Velf-deWeUminaWion foU oXU PeopleV heUe WhaW
VhoXld inclXde Vome acceVV Wo Whe WeUUiWoUieV
and UeVoXUceV in a moUe eqXiWable faVhion,
and foU XV Wo haYe conWUol oYeU hoZ WhaW
acWXall\ lookVȇȋ

ThiV Zebpage inclXdeV a compUehenViYe
e[planaWion of Whe Land Back moYemenW aV
Zell aV a VhoUW docXmenWaU\ VeUieV ȆLand
GoYeUnanceȇ. ΖW ZaV cUeaWed ȊWo XndeUVWand
hoZ Ue-eVWabliVhing ΖndigenoXV goYeUnance
modelV can VXppoUW beWWeU land-XVeȋ and
ȊpUomoWe conYeUVaWionV aboXW land
goYeUnance in Canadaȋ. The WhUee YideoV look
aW Whe paVW, pUeVenW and fXWXUe WhUoXgh Whe
folloZing WiWleV: CanadaȇV colonial hiVWoU\,
CXUUenW cUiViV and UiVe of Land Back and
HonoXUing UighWV and UeVponVibiliWieV.

choiceV aboXW land XVe aUe made, Whe\ alVo fail Wo VeW limiWV foU indXVWUial acWiYiWieV and
deYelopmenW, dUiYing Zildlife decline and ecoV\VWem degUadaWion.ȋ (DaYid SX]Xki
FoXndaWion, 2021). The needed changeV haYe been idenWified b\ Whe TUXWh and
ReconciliaWion CommiVVion of CanadaȇV CallV Wo AcWion. AlWhoXgh Whe TUXWh and 

https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/what-is-land-back/
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/what-is-land-back/
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/what-is-land-back/


ReconciliaWion CommiVVion haV idenWified and docXmenWed Whe needed acWionV and Whe
Canadian goYeUnmenW agUeed, ȊWhaW commiWmenW haV noW maWeUiali]edȋ (JeZell & MoVb\,
2020, p. 2),
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Calls to Action Accountability: A 2020 Status Update on
Reconciliation
A Yellowhead Δnstitute report, 2020 
ȊGoYeUnmenWV commiWWed Wo ZoUk ZiWh pUoYincial, WeUUiWoUial,
and mXnicipal coXnWeUpaUWV Wo, ȆfXll\ implemenW Whe CallV Wo
AcWion of Whe TUXWh and ReconciliaWion CommiVVion.ȇ BXW fiYe
\eaUV laWeU, WhaW commiWmenW haV noW maWeUiali]ed. Ζn 2020, a
WXmXlWXoXV \eaU foU man\ UeaVonV, oXU anal\ViV UeYealV WhaW
jXVW 8 CallV Wo AcWion haYe been implemenWed, WhiV iV doZn
fUom 9 in 2019.ȋ (p. 2)

Decolonizing Climate Policy in Canada 
A report by Δndigenous Climate Action, 2021
ȊTo effecWiYel\ addUeVV climaWe change, policieV and VolXWionV
need Wo Wake aim aW Whe ongoing dUiYeUV and UooW caXVeV of
Whe cUiViV and VhoXld cenWeU Whe YoiceV, needV and leadeUVhip
of Whe people moVW impacWed b\ Whe cUiViVȋ (p. 5).

ȊTo enYiVion a beWWeU fXWXUe, Ze mXVW e[ploUe and acknoZledge oXU collecWiYe hiVWoUieV
and aVk oXUVelYeV hoZ doeV WhiV fXWXUe bXild on Whe UighWV and UeVponVibiliWieV of
ΖndigenoXV PeopleV and WheiU longVWanding goYeUnance of WheiU WeUUiWoUieV?ȋ (DaYid
SX]Xki FoXndaWion, 2021). The enYiUonmenWal VecWoU haV Whe oppoUWXniW\ Wo pXW land
back inWo pUacWice. AV oUgani]aWionV WhaW hold land, WheUe iV a UeVponVibiliW\ and
oppoUWXniW\ Wo UeXniWe ΖndigenoXV VWeZaUdV ZiWh Whe land. The folloZing UeVoXUceV
idenWif\ Whe need and poZeU behind land back, inVWiWXWion back, and caVh back. The
aXWonom\ WhaW ZaV bUXWall\ Waken aZa\ fUom ΖndigenoXV people fUom coloni]aWion
needV Wo be UeVWoUed. SeWWleU CanadianV haYe and conWinXe Wo benefiW fUom Whe ZealWh
WhaW ZaV cUeaWed WhUoXgh Whe WhefW of UeVoXUceV and land.

https://yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/yi-trc-calls-to-action-update-full-report-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e4b5ae8628564ab4bc44c/t/6061cb5926611066ba64a953/1617021791071/pcf_critique_FINAL.pdf
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/yi-trc-calls-to-action-update-full-report-2020.pdf
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/yi-trc-calls-to-action-update-full-report-2020.pdf
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/yi-trc-calls-to-action-update-full-report-2020.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e4b5ae8628564ab4bc44c/t/6061cb5926611066ba64a953/1617021791071/pcf_critique_FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e4b5ae8628564ab4bc44c/t/6061cb5926611066ba64a953/1617021791071/pcf_critique_FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e4b5ae8628564ab4bc44c/t/6061cb5926611066ba64a953/1617021791071/pcf_critique_FINAL.pdf


Land Back 
A Yellowhead Δnstitute Red Paper, 2019

ȊOXU UepoUW, ȆLand Back,ȇ bUeakV doZn
Whe cXUUenW VWaWXV of land diVpoVVeVVion
in Canada, focXVing on alienaWion
WhUoXgh UeVoXUce e[WUacWion. We
e[amine YaUioXV foUmV of UedUeVV and
UecogniWion b\ goYeUnmenWV and
indXVWU\ Wo incenWiYi]e ΖndigenoXV
paUWicipaWion in UeVoXUce deYelopmenW,
Zhile poinWing Wo Whe gapV in WheVe
modelV. Finall\, Ze conVideU meaningfXl
ΖndigenoXV economieV oXWVide of fedeUal
and pUoYincial policieV and legiVlaWion Wo
foUegUoXnd e[ampleV of land
UeclamaWion. ThiV UepoUW iV XlWimaWel\
aboXW ΖndigenoXV conVenWȋ (p. 2).

Cash Back 
A Yellowhead Δnstitute Red Paper, 2021

ȊThiV UepoUW iV aboXW Whe YalXe of
ΖndigenoXV landV. Picking Xp fUom Land
Back, Whe fiUVW Red PapeU b\ YelloZhead
aboXW Whe pUojecW of land UeclamaWion, CaVh
Back lookV aW hoZ Whe diVpoVVeVVion of
ΖndigenoXV landV cUeaWed a dependenc\ on
Whe VWaWe dXe Wo Whe loVV of economic
liYelihood. CaVh Back iV aboXW UeVWiWXWion
fUom Whe peUVpecWiYe of VWolen ZealWhȋ (p.
5).

Community Tools and Resources
(YelloZhead ΖnVWiWXe, n.d.)
AddiWional UeVoXUceV and WoolV aboXW Land
Back and CaVh Back can be foXnd heUe.
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https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/red-paper-report-final.pdf
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/red-paper-report-final.pdf
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/red-paper-report-final.pdf
https://www.wabanakicollection.com/
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/red-paper-report-final.pdf
https://cashback.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://cashback.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://cashback.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/community-tools-resources/
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/community-tools-resources/
https://cashback.yellowheadinstitute.org/


Ally Toolkit 
Created by the Wolastoqey Nation of New
Brunswick, 2021

Equity Toolkit: Inclusive Teaching and
Learning 
Engaging in Ongoing Self-Δnquiry created by
Jamie Utt and Brenda J. Allen

Indigenous Ally Toolkit 
Created by the Montreal Δndigenous Community
Strategy Network, 2019

How to Be an Ally of Indigenous-led
Conservation 
An informative website by Land Needs
Guardians, n.d. 
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Earning and Sustaining Allyship

AV people and oUgani]aWionV addUeVV V\VWemaWic decoloni]aWion, boWh ZiWhin Whe
enYiUonmenWal VecWoU and in Canada aV a Zhole, all\Vhip becomeV a paUW of Whe pUoceVV.
When Ζ Vpoke ZiWh T]omi Ja]Zicki, Whe\ bUoXghW Xp Whe idea of all\Vhip WhaW iV
VomeWhing WhaW needed Wo be eaUned, cannoW be Velf-acknoZledged and can be loVW aW
an\ poinW in Wime (2021). ȊΖf eYeU\one ZaV WU\ing Wo eaUn Whe WiWle of an all\, Whe ZoUld
ZoXld be a mXch beWWeU placeȋ (Ja]Zicki, 2021). ThiV noWion of eaUning and VXVWaining
all\Vhip bUingV ΖndigenoXV UighWV, aXWonom\ and cXUUenW ineqXaliWieV Whe VXUface in all
VeWWingV. ΖndigenoXV iVVXeV cannoW be iVolaWed fUom oWheUV. The inWeUconnecWedneVV of
jXVWice highlighWV Whe inabiliW\ Wo look a one Vole iVVXe aW a Wime. B\ focXVing on Whe
eaUning and VXVWaining piece of all\Vhip, WheUe iV an applied accoXnWabiliW\ UeqXiUed.
ȊBeing in VolidaUiW\ iV VomeWhing Ze can VWUiYe foU, bXW in Whe end, iW iV Whe choice of
WhoVe Ze aUe aWWempWing Wo all\ oXUVelYeV Wo aV Wo ZheWheU Whe\ WUXVW XV enoXgh Wo call
XV an all\ȋ (UWW & Allen, 2019). 

http://wnnb.wolastoqey.ca/ally-toolkit/
http://wnnb.wolastoqey.ca/ally-toolkit/
http://wnnb.wolastoqey.ca/ally-toolkit/
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/CDHE-So-You-Call-Yourself-an-Ally.pdf
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/CDHE-So-You-Call-Yourself-an-Ally.pdf
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/CDHE-So-You-Call-Yourself-an-Ally.pdf
http://wnnb.wolastoqey.ca/ally-toolkit/
https://physiotherapy.ca/sites/default/files/indigenous_ally_toolkit_en.pdf
https://physiotherapy.ca/sites/default/files/indigenous_ally_toolkit_en.pdf
https://physiotherapy.ca/sites/default/files/indigenous_ally_toolkit_en.pdf
https://landneedsguardians.ca/how-to-be-an-ally
https://landneedsguardians.ca/how-to-be-an-ally
https://landneedsguardians.ca/how-to-be-an-ally
https://landneedsguardians.ca/how-to-be-an-ally
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CRQcOXVLRQ

ThiV UeVoXUce gXide iV noW meanW Wo SUoYide \oX a cleaU SaWh of ZhaW Wo do, hoZeYeU, Ζ
hoSe WhaW iW highlighWV oSSoUWXniWieV in \oXU conWe[W foU YalXable changeV. ThiV
UemindeU WhaW eYeU\one haV Whe UeVSonVibiliW\ Wo fighW foU ΖndigenoXV aXWonom\, jXVWice
and eTXiW\, VhoZcaVeV WhaW no one iV alone in WhiV fighW. The connecWionV and
UelaWionVhiSV bXilW WhUoXgh infoUmed acWion aUe mXWXall\ beneficial foU boWh ΖndigenoXV
jXVWice and Whe fighW againVW Whe climaWe cUiViV. The UeVoXUceV and WoolV cUeaWed b\
e[SeUWV and knoZledge holdeUV, eVSeciall\ ΖndigenoXV-cUeaWed VoXUceV, aUe WheUe Wo
helS naYigaWe WhUoXgh UeconciliaWion SUoceVV. AV enYiUonmenWaliVWV, eVSeciall\ WhoVe
ZoUking ZiWh land, Ze haYe a Uole in UeconciliaWion WhaW iV diffeUenW Wo oWheUV. ThiV
XniTXe UeVSonVibiliW\ SUoYideV oSSoUWXniW\ foU eaUning and VXVWaining all\VhiS, be\ond
WokeniVm and VWaWemenWV ZiWhoXW commiWmenW. Decoloni]aWion ZoUk and UeconciliaWion
iV noW a SUoceVV WhaW haV an end daWe. ΖnfoUmed acWion foU jXVWice, in a SUoceVV WhaW
needV Wo be conWinXoXVl\ inWegUaWed inWo all aVSecWV of ZoUk in eYeU\ VecWoU. M\ hoSe iV
WhaW WhiV docXmenW can VXSSoUW \oX in deWeUmining hoZ \oX can inWegUaWe ΖndigenoXV
aXWonom\, jXVWice and eTXiW\ in \oXU VXUUoXnding commXniWieV and inVSiUe \oX Wo
WUanVfoUm WhoVe ideaV inWo infoUmed acWionV.
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RecRgQLWLRQ

Thank \oX Wo CommXniW\ FoUeVWV ΖnWeUnaWional foU VXSSoUWing Whe XndeUWaking of WhiV
SUojecW. Ζ haYe felW SeUVonall\ inVSiUed and VXSSoUWed b\ each and eYeU\ one of \oX. Ζ
eVSeciall\ ZanW Wo Whank Daimen HaUdie foU Waking Whe Wime Wo VXSSoUW me in Whe SUojecW
deYeloSmenW SUoceVV and Whe emoWionall\ challenging joXUne\ in figXUing oXW ZhaW Ζ
coXld do Wo VXSSoUW ΖndigenoXV jXVWice. 

Ζ ZoXld like Wo Uecogni]e MaUgaUeW and PaWUick AXgXVWine foU inVSiUing Whe inWeUnal
UeflecWion WhaW moWiYaWed WhiV SUojecW. Thank \oX boWh foU Waking Whe Wime Wo VhaUe \oXU
VWoUieV, kindneVV and knoZledge ZiWh me. ΖW ZaV an honoXU Wo leaUn fUom \oX boWh. Ζ
addiWionall\ ZoXld like Wo Whank BUadle\ WalWeUV foU Whe adYice, feedback and academic
VXSeUYiVion in Whe cUeaWion of WhiV docXmenW. FXUWheUmoUe, Ζ ZoXld like Wo Whank
eYeU\one WhaW Ζ inWeUYieZed foU \oXU Wime, eneUg\ and knoZledge. ThiV SUojecW haV been
a leaUning e[SeUience foU me, and iW iV WUXl\ becaXVe of all \oX, Whank \oX foU giYing me
WhiV oSSoUWXniW\. 

Ζ once again ZanW Wo Uecogni]e Whe land in Zhich Ζ haYe ZoUked, liYe and leaUned on foU
Whe dXUaWion of WhiV SUojecW: Whe Xnceded WeUUiWoU\ of Whe Mi'kmaT PeoSleV, WolaVWoTi\ik
PeoSleV, CoaVW SaliVh PeoSleV and Whe WUadiWional WeUUiWoU\ of Whe Seminole PeoSleV.
WiWh land being aW Whe cenWeU of coloni]aWion, land back, caVh back and inVWiWXWion back
iV UeTXiUed foU meaningfXl acknoZledgmenW of ΖndigenoXV land. Thank \oX Wo Whe
UeadeUV Wo Waking Whe Wime Wo conVideU indiYidXal UeVSonVibiliWieV and Whe Za\V in Zhich
\oX can VXSSoUW V\VWemaWic change WhUoXgh meaningfXl and infoUmed acWion.
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The CRPSOeWe LLVW Rf ReVRXUceV 
AOO\ TRRONLW (WolaVWoTe\ NaWion of NeZ BUXnVZick, 2021)
CaOOV WR AcWLRQ AccRXQWabLOLW\: A 2020 SWaWXV USdaWe RQ RecRQcLOLaWLRQ (JeZell &
MoVb\, 2020)
CaQada, AbRULgLQaO PeRSOeV, aQd ReVLdeQWLaO SchRROV: The\ CaPe fRU Whe
ChLOdUeQ (TUXWh and ReconciliaWion CommiVVion of Canada, 2012)
CaQadLaQ HLVWRU\ BRRNV b\ ΖQdLgeQRXV AXWhRUV (RaYen ReadV, 2018)
CaVh BacN (PaVWeUnak, eW al., 2021)
CRPPXQLW\ TRROV aQd ReVRXUceV (YelloZhead ΖnVWiWXe, n.d.)
CRUQeUed b\ PURWecWed AUeaV (TaXli-CoUSX], eW al., 2018)
DecRORQL]LQg COLPaWe PROLc\ LQ CaQada (ΖndigenoXV ClimaWe AcWion, 2021)
DecRORQL]LQg CRQVeUYaWLRQ: A ReadLQg LLVW (Cannon, 2019)
EQYLURQPeQWaO RacLVP LQ CaQada (WaldUon, 2020)
ETXLW\ TRRONLW: ΖQcOXVLYe TeachLQg aQd LeaUQLQg (UWW & Allen, 2019)
GURXQdZRUNfRUchaQge.RUg (GUoXndZoUkfoUchange.oUg, n.d.)
HRZ WR Be aQ AOO\ Rf ΖQdLgeQRXV-Oed CRQVeUYaWLRQ (Land NeedV GXaUdianV, n.d.)
ΖQdLgeQRXV AOO\ TRRONLW (SZifWZolfe & ShaZ, 2019)
ΖQdLgeQRXV CaQada (The UniYeUViW\ of AlbeUWa, n.d.)
LaQd BacN (PaVWeUnak, eW al., 2019)
SWROeQ ChLOdUeQ (2008)
The ΖQdLaQ AcW TLPeOLQe (NaWiYe WomenȇV AVVociaWion of Canada, 2018)
The WabaQaNL CROOecWLRQ (MiȇkmaT-WolaVWoTe\ CenWUe, 2020)
TULbaO PaUNV aQd ΖQdLgeQRXV PURWecWed aQd CRQVeUYed AUeaV (DaYid SX]Xki
FoXndaWion, 2018)
TUXWh aQd RecRQcLOLaWLRQ CRPPLVVLRQ Rf CaQada: CaOOV WR AcWLRQ (TUXWh and
ReconciliaWion CommiVVion of Canada, 2015)
UQLWed NaWLRQV DecOaUaWLRQ RQ Whe RLghWV Rf ΖQdLgeQRXV PeRSOeV (UniWed
NaWionV, 2007)
We AUe SWLOO HeUe: NaWLRQaO PaUNV, CRORQLaO DLVSRVVeVVLRQ, aQd ΖQdLgeQRXV
ReVLOLeQce (LighW & PhilliSV, 2019)
WhaW LV LaQd BacN? (DaYid SX]Xki FoXndaWion, 2021)
WhRVe LaQd (WhoVe Land, n.d.)
WhRVe LaQd LV LW AQ\Za\? A MaQXaO fRU DecRORQL]aWLRQ (McFaUlane & SchabXV,
2017)

http://wnnb.wolastoqey.ca/ally-toolkit/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/yi-trc-calls-to-action-update-full-report-2020.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/cvrc-trcc/IR4-4-2012-eng.pdf
https://ravenreads.org/blogs/news/canadian-history-books-by-indigenous-authors
https://cashback.yellowheadinstitute.org/
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/community-tools-resources/
https://www.corneredbypas.com/brief
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e4b5ae8628564ab4bc44c/t/6061cb5926611066ba64a953/1617021791071/pcf_critique_FINAL.pdf
https://geog.ubc.ca/news/decolonizing-conservation-a-reading-list/
https://en.ccunesco.ca/-/media/Files/Unesco/Resources/2020/07/EnvironmentalRacismCanada.pdf
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/CDHE-So-You-Call-Yourself-an-Ally.pdf
http://www.groundworkforchange.org/
https://landneedsguardians.ca/how-to-be-an-ally
https://physiotherapy.ca/sites/default/files/indigenous_ally_toolkit_en.pdf
https://www.coursera.org/learn/indigenous-canada
https://redpaper.yellowheadinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/red-paper-report-final.pdf
https://curio.ca/en/video/stolen-children-1044/
https://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/The-Indian-Act-Said-WHAT-pdf-1.pdf
https://www.wabanakicollection.com/
https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/tribal-parks-indigenous-protected-conserved-areas-lessons-b-c-examples.pdf
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://graphichistorycollective.com/project/poster-20-conservation-is-colonialism
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/what-is-land-back/
https://www.whose.land/en/
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/news_files/Decolonization%20Handbook.pdf
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